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1. The Minivan was practically invented by Dodge. They first appeared in 
Dodge showrooms in 1982 and have sold more Minivans than any other car 
manufacture. Strattec has been making the locks for the Caravan since its 
first release. 


2. There are two ways to access the retainer of this lock. First turn the 
ignition lock to the “ON” position. Tilt the steering wheel all the way up and 
use a light and look between the shroud and the dash and you will see the 
active retainer release. The second way is to remove shroud to access the 
retainer, but that is more work than is needed and unnecessary. 


Ignition 
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6. This lock has all eight tumblers and a sidebar. 


3. Once you find the release, take 
an ice pick and push in on the 
release and pull the lock out. 


4. The ignition lock removed from the column. 


5. To disassemble the ignition lock, turn the lock counter-clockwise and 
there will be a brass pin stopping it from turning any further. Depress the 
pin and the plug will turn another 1/8 inch. Then you can slide the plug out. 


National Locksmith Automobile Association 
Issue No.17 • 3 


7. There is a small black key buzzer actuator in this lock. Don’t lose it, the lock will not operate with out this. 


8. To service the door lock we will have to remove the inside door panel. 


Passenger Door Lock 
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9. Remove the Phillips screw on the armrest. 


10. Remove the plastic cover hiding the two Phillips screws located above the inside handle and remove. 
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11. Unsnap the trim cover that you just removed the screws from. This piece has the power lock switch and power 
window switch in it. Disconnect the wires from the switches. 


12. There 
is a Phillips 
screw on 
the very 
front side 
of the door 
panel. This 
screw 
doesn’t 
have to be 
removed. 


13. Release 
the plastic 
clips 
holding 
door panel 
on. 
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14. Once you release the door panel you will have to disconnect the rod to the inside door handle. 


15. The door panel can now be removed. 
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16. With the door panel off peel the plastic dust cover back and you will have easy access to the lock. 


17. The best way to remove this lock is to first disconnect the out side door handle rod from the latch. Then 
remove the three 10mm nuts from the door handle. 
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18. Disconnect the lock rod on the lock. 


19. The handle should be in your hand. Once you have the handle out you can remove the metal clip from the 
handle and then the lock will come out from the handle. 
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20. You can see most of the tumblers through the large drain hole opening. 


21. The lock cylinder is easily disassembled. Remove the tailpiece and then pop off the face cap. 
The face cap is reusable. 
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22. This lock has 7 wafers in positions 2 through 8. 


23. This is a very easy door lock to remove but you must have the door open half way. 


Left Side Sliding Door 
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24. First release the upper plastic trim around the window. This will pull straight out. Once you have released the 
upper plastic trim there is a Phillips screw under it. Remove this screw. 


25. Remove the Phillips screw in the door pull cavity on the upper part of door panel. 
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26. Release the 
plastic clips 
holding the 
panel on and 
remove the 
plastic trim 
around the 
doorstop. You 
may have to 
move the door 
back in forth to 
release all the 
clips. 


27. There is a 
bracket that has 
three 10mm bolts 
securing it. 
Loosen the two 
on the left then 
loosen the other 
and this bracket 
will slide off. 


28. You will now 
see a black plastic 
shield. Remove 
this and make 
sure you know 
how it goes back 
on. 


29. There is a spring 
on the latch that can 
easily be knocked off 
so be careful. 


30. Disconnect the door lock 
linkage and handle linkage and 
remove the three 10mm bolts 
holding the handle on. 


31. Once the handle is removed release the metal 
clip to release the lock. 
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32. This lock also has a large 
drain hole. 


33. This lock 
has 7 wafers 
in positions 2 
through 8. The 
right side door 
lock will come 
out the same 
way, but has 
one less screw 
to remove. 


34. This lock can be tricky to take out at first, but once you do it’s not as bad as it looks. 


Back Tailgate Lock 
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35. The first thing you 
do is remove the two 
Philips screws that hold 
the inside handle on. 
Next, remove the two 
interior lights from the 
door panel. These will 
pull off easily and just 
disconnect the wires 
from the light, or slide 
them through the panel 
as you remove it. 


36. Next 
remove all the 
screws around 
the outside 
door panel. 


37. Remove the plastic 
cover that go around 
the center brake light. 
This is part of the door 
panel and this will 
easily pull off. Pull from 
the front then slide off. 
Then the back will slide 
forward because it has 
hooks on the back. 
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38. Next remove 
the two Phillips 
screws that are 
under this cover. 
Then remove the 
door panel. 


39. Now the 
door panel is 
off. The first 
thing that you 
will think is 
that the door 
lock was put in 
the door 
before they 
welded the 
door skin on. 
Not true, the 
lock and 
handle will 
come out with 
minimal effort. 


40. Pull the 
plastic 
shielding away 
from the latch. 
This will expose 
the lock 
linkage. 
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41. Next remove the plastic nut that holds the handle in. 


42. There is only one. Now disconnect the linkage. This has to be done in the hole that you took that plastic nut 
out. Take a long screwdriver and disconnect the plastic clips holding the rods on. You will have to lock and unlock 
the door to see both rods. Vans with power locks have two linkage rods. Vans with no power locks have only one 
linkage rod. When the rods are disconnected the handle will pull off from the left. There is a lip holding the other 
side in. 


18 • Automotive Edge 
National Locksmith Automobile Association 


43. Once you have handle out you can release the metal clip to release the lock. This lock has 7 wafers in 
positions 2 through 8. 


44. This glove box is under the passenger seat. Here is a backside view. 


Glove Box Lock 
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45. This lock is easy to remove, just remove the three Phillips screws then the lock will come out. 


46. Once you have the lock out you can release the core by releasing the retainer pin. This lock has 3 wafers in 
positions 6 through 8. 
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MAKING FIRST KEY: 


Method #1 
Use a tool called an ‘EZZ-Reader’ to determine the cuts in the door for positions 2 through 8. Next, progression 
the number 1 cut (bow cut) in the ignition. You will then have all the cuts necessary for a complete key. 


Method #2 
Use the Chrysler Determinator™, available from National Auto Lock. 


Method #3 
Use tryout keys. Aero Lock tryout set TO-93. 


Method #4 
You must remove a door or trunk cylinder to decode it. Once you have those seven cuts, then you can 
progression the 1 remaining cut in the ignition. The missing cut needed for the ignition is the first one from the bow. 


